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inhabitant of Trentino is an Italian though an
Austrian citizen. Often it is enough to be aware
that we belong to a certain country and to col-
laborate in its greatness, to be a genuine patriot.
Under these conditions, a black or a yellow man, a
Christian, a Jew, or a Pagan, but imbued with
French ideas, becomes a French patriot, or pene-
trated with American feelings, an American patriot.

Along tradition undoubtedly gives great cohesion
to the unity of aspirations and of feelings. But an
enlightened conscience supplies the lack of time.
And the conscience or, if the word is preferable,
knowledge, is of greater value, in many cases, than
the irrational voice of the vanished generations.

It is the lack of comprehension that frequently
facilitates and provokes the abandonment of the
native land for a misty humanity or the class in-
terest, no less vague, which we christen by the
name of the fatherland of the toilers. Without an
enlightened conscience, there can be no elevated
patriotism. Conscience alone can lead us to the
international fraternity founded upon the peaceful
rivalry of human aspirations which will probably
always remain differentiated by the conditions of
the surrounding environment.

Contestable and discussed elsewhere, the duty
of being a patriot is manifesting itself especially in